
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO 
UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 
October 6, 2017 • 2:00 – 5:00 PM 

2711 MHRA 
 
 

Members Present:  Barton, Bucknall, Dale (for Harlow), Duffy, Henline, Howerton, Ingraham, Leiper, 
Lilly, Pettazzoni, Saidak, and Saunders 
 
Members Absent: Huang (with notice) 
 
Guests: Alex Ezerman, School of Music; Alejandro Rutty, School of Music 
   
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 

I. Approval of Minutes: September 22, 2017 - (Lilly, Barton) Approved  
 

II. OLD BUSINESS 
 
African American and African Diaspora Studies 

 

Course Number & Title: ADS 492 Internship in African American Studies 
Change/Revision: Add repeat for credit (up to 3 times) 

Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2017 (Retroactive request, as student is currently enrolled) 
Action: Table (9/8/17). Need to submit a rationale addressing Program need 

as well as the need to have repeat for credit up to 3 times. Effective 
date will be Spring 2018 (No retroactive requests) 
Approve Pending (9/22/17).  Clarify maximum number of hours 
allowed when repeating course for credit.  Response received – Course 
credit that students may earn range from 1 to 6 hours, but may not 
exceed 6 credit hours in total.  Approved eff. Spring 2018 

 
Educational Leadership and Cultural Foundations 
 

Course Number & Title: ELC 201 Introduction to Community Leadership 
Change/Revision: New Course (previously CTR 201) 

Proposed Effective Date: Spring, 2018 
Motion: Lilly, Leiper 

     Action: Table (9/8/17).  Course should be submitted as a New Course through the 
School   of Education (ELC).  New Course Proposal received.  Approved 
with one abstention (Barton, Lilly) 

 



   Art (added 10/6/17) 
Course Number & Title: ART 384 Photojournalism and Documentary Photography 

Revision: Add Repeat for credit (up to two times when topic varies) 

Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2018 
Motion: Lilly, Howerton 
Action: Table (9/22/17) – Form does not clearly indicate requested 

revision(s), rationale should address need for revision.  Revised 
proposal received with rationale.   Approved (Lilly, Duffy) 
 

 
 
School of Music (Added 10/6/17) 

Course Number & Title: ENS 348 Chamber Music (Amended Course) 
Revision: Revise credit structure (1:0:1 to 0-1:0:1-30 

Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2018  
Table (9/22/17) – request additional rationale as to need for 0 credit 

 Action: Table (Duffy, Ingraham).  Request documentation to support the 
claim that this is a common practice for this type of course, 
comparisons from like institutions 

 
Course Number & Title: ENS 375 Present~Continuous New Music Ensemble (New Course) 

New Course: STU / 0-1:0:1-3 
Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2018  

Table (9/22/17) – request additional explanation as to the need for a 
0 credit hour. 

Action: Table (Duffy, Ingraham).  Request documentation to support the 
claim that this is a common practice for this type of course, 
comparisons from like institutions 

 
 
 

New Business: 
 

 
ROUTINE COURSE CHANGE REQUEST 
 

African American and African Diaspora Studies 
Course Number & Title: ADS 315 Theories/Paradigms in ADS 

Change/Revision: Revise Prerequisites (ADS 201 OR ADS 210 & remove class 
standing) 

Proposed Effective Date: Spring  2018 
Motion: Howerton, Barton 
Action:  Approved effective Fall 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Computer Science 
Course Number & Title: CSC 523 Numerical Analysis and Computing 

Change/Revision: Revise course description 
Revise prerequisites (delete CSC 130) 
Create cross-list with MAT 523 

Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2018 
Motion: Duffy, Howerton 
Action: Approved 

 
  Dance 

Course Number & Title: DCE 205 Dance History I: World Dance Tradition 
Change/Revision: Delete course from UNCG curriculum 

Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2018 
Motion: Duffy, Ingraham 
Action: Approved 

 
Course Number & Title: DCE 305 Dance History II: Dance in the United States 

Change/Revision: Delete course from UNCG curriculum 
Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2018 

Motion: Duffy, Ingraham 
Action: Approved 

 
 
 
 
 
PROGRAM REVISION 
 Dance 

Program: BA Dance Studies; BA Dance Studies with K-12 Teaching 
Licensure; BFA Dance Choreography and Performance; BFA Dance 
Choreography with K-12 Teaching Licensure 

Change/Revision: Revise Major Requirements (Delete DCE 205 & DCE 305; Add DCE 
207 & DCE 307) 

Proposed Effective Date: Fall 2018 
Motion: Howerton, Leiper 
Action: Approved 

 
 
 
EXPERIMENTAL COURSE PROPSAL 
 

Art 
Course Number & Title: ARH 355 Exhibition Places and Spaces 

Change/Revision: Experimental – First Offering 
Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2018 

Action: Reviewed & Accepted 

 
Course Number & Title: ART 342 Storyboarding for Animation 

Change/Revision: Experimental – First Offering 
Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2018 

Action: Reviewed & Accepted 



 
 Theatre 

Course Number & Title: THR 425 Adapting Fiction to Performance 
Change/Revision: Experimental – First Offering 

Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2018 
Action: Reviewed & Accepted 

 
 College of Visual and Performing Arts 

Course Number & Title: VPA 528 Research Methods in Social Practice 
Change/Revision: Experimental – Second Offering 

Proposed Effective Date: Spring 2018 
Action: Reviewed & Accepted 

 
 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
General Education Self-Study Discussion 
 
Jodi Pettazzoni provided a brief overview of the General Education Self Study Task Force and asked UCC 
members to participate in a discussion concerning UNCG’s General Education Program. 
 

1) UNCG has a broad menu of options in the Gen Ed Program - what are the advantages and 
disadvantages of such a system?   
Advantages: 
 Student Choice 
 Discipline Representation 
 Breadth of Knowledge also connects to student choice 
  
 
When working with Transfer students, unable to find an open GL/GN course for them.  There need to be 
more, the more students we accept, adding a section here or there doesn’t seem to be working. 
As faculty and fields evolve, curriculum should evolve as well.  It is beneficial to have more different kinds 
of courses to reflect changes in the field. 
There are two levels of conversation:  
(1) What is good in the ideal sense of General Education as a category?  A menu system isn’t the best 
way, there is no commonality. Possibility that a more streamlined approach might provide a more truly 
universal system however, this could be detrimental to some departments that rely on General Education 
courses.   
(2) What is practical, especially in our current environment (struggle for student credit hours)? 
From a student perspective, if we make the curriculum more uniform, we could set students up for failure 
(i.e. not all students excel in College Writing) If we are funneling students through the same set of 
courses, what we gain in uniformity, we are losing that student choice. 
Although we have a large amount of WI courses, students are having trouble enrolling in WI courses, 
since the courses are not offered consistently. 
There is an administrative lack of control being able to predict how students should be able to fulfill the 
Gen Ed program.  The de-centralized organization that we have while it is a long list of courses, could 
still mean that we are not offering what the students actually need. Continued discussion concerning 
enrollment limits on WI and SI courses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What would be the advantages and disadvantages of having fewer choices?   
Part of what you learn from a college education is how to manage choice and how to filter noise out of a 
situation.  Students can be overwhelmed by the choice, learning how to manage this is an advantage. 
There is an illusion of choice in Gen Ed.  So many of our majors require Gen Ed prerequisites, if a student 
is undecided, or changes his/her major, this can delay their graduation. Is the issue with the illusion of 
choice or is the issue in how our major curriculum are structured, many of which are reliant on General 
Education courses that do not count toward the major.  An advantage (or disadvantage) of fewer choices 
is that it confounds the separation between General Education and the major itself.  Major classes get 
wrapped in with Gen Ed, as a way of keeping the number of hours in the major below a certain point. 
A potential disadvantage for the large number is that many people teaching Gen Ed courses may think 
of it as a Gen Ed course first, are they following the Gen Ed goals all the time? 
Some faculty asked to participate in the assessment of Gen Ed are not aware that their course is Gen 
Ed.  Possibility of a dedicated slate of Gen Ed courses. 
 
 
 

2) Should some courses in the Gen Ed core be considered so basic/fundamental/foundational that 
there should be a mandate that they are completed early in a student's undergraduate career?  If 
so, what kinds of courses would be on such a list? 

 
Ideally, yes, practically speaking, we are not a traditional 4 year Liberal Arts College (junior transfers, 
etc.), there are so many variables, that the execution of this would be difficult.  
School of Dance has a template for all students which includes suggested Gen Ed courses.  Mandated 
sections should be available all times of the day. 
We would have a much stronger university if everyone were better writers and had better quantitative 
skills, however, mandating these courses makes this 13th grade. College writing classes at UNCG would 
be better is students wanted to take them.   
Are there expectations of students at the 200 or 300-level?  Do you make assumptions that students 
have had particular preparation here at UNCG before they walk into your classroom?  There are other 
ways to acquire foundational skills (Writing Center).  Another way to structure that kind of requirement, 
rather than requiring the course within a certain timeframe, is to manage this through course-based 
prerequisites.  Advising varies a lot among departments, there is no continuity with the advising center 
model.  Good advising is necessary. 
 
Would you be in favor of replacing our current General Education model with something different?  Not 
opposed to looking at other models. 
 
It seems that Gen Ed courses are just filling in holes in the high school education, especially in 
Mathematics.  Discussion concerning General Education courses and credit hours. 
If we allow for more choice in General Education courses, there could be some wonderful learning 
outcomes in 1 credit classes. 
As long as funding is driven by student credit hours, the current system is best.  It would be difficult to 
consider dropping GSB, could cripple departments.  Our current system encourages students to take 
courses in a lot of different areas and to get out of their own department.  It is important our university 
offers a Music student the opportunity to take a course that is not in the School of Music.   
 
 

3) Integrative and Applied Learning (a cluster of interdisciplinary courses organized around a 
theme) is one of the AAC&U's four Essential Learning Outcomes.  Should UNCG pursue such a 
component in its Gen Ed program?  Why or why not?  And if so, what would such a component 
look like? 
 
There could be logistical challenges to this as well as disenfranchised students.  This could encourage 
faculty to work beyond departmental walls.  This sounds like part of the Strategic Plan, could become 
exclusionary and push departmental hiring.  From a student’s perspective, this could put blinders on their 
Gen Ed path.   
What if there was a structure to the Gen Ed program that didn’t align courses by disciplines, but rather 
outcomes; not organized by categories related to disciplines, but rather in terms of learning and 
application skills?   From the Humanities, this is a death knell.  Theoretically, this could throw students 
into silos faster, they could take all of their Gen Ed in one department.   



4) Personal and Social Responsibility is another of the AAC&U's Essential Learning Outcomes.  At 
UNCG Equity, Diversity and Inclusion are central to our mission.  Should UNCG have a Diversity 
or Intercultural Knowledge/Competence course, or is there some other way to infuse this 
Learning Outcome into the Gen Ed curriculum? 
 
This would allow students to take responsibility for their choices.  The social responsibility is tough, how 
do you make someone care about others?   
This outcome is grounded in civic knowledge and engagement, intercultural knowledge and competence, 
ethical reasoning and foundation skills for lifelong learning.   
This is an opportunity for experiential learning, which is increasing common here at UNCG, but not in 
the Gen Ed model. Does our GL/GN requirement fit in this?  GPR speaks to this.  
This could be measured if this were something similar to service hours in high schools, and resulted in 
exposure rather than personal change. This would put a lot on the community of Greensboro.   
Our QEP touches on the intercultural knowledge aspect.  
Concerns that we are on one end of the political spectrum.  An intercultural competency course that 
focuses on communication and deliberation is not taking a side. 
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